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Dear MACers,
These past few months I’ve enjoyed working with Council and learning “the ropes” of my new office. Outgoing 
President Tanya Zanish-Belcher has made the transition so easy, and it certainly is comforting to know she’s 
only a phone call away! Tanya and other MAC leaders have laid a strong foundation for MAC’s future and I’m 
excited to move forward!
It’s an exciting time for MAC, both in terms of its administrative operations and programmatic offerings. 
Administratively, MAC continues to streamline its work and become more professionally-oriented. Recent years 
have seen the implementation of the on-line service MemberClicks and the outsourcing of administrative tasks. 
This fall, Council will consider hiring a management services company to assist with meeting planning and will 
explore publishing our newsletter and meeting programs on-line to reduce costs. Next winter, we will hold our 
first on-line election—another efficient and cost-cutting measure.
Programmatically, MAC will be making strides into new territory. Under the leadership of Amy Cooper Cary 
and Karen Spilman, the Education Committee has begun to investigate how to make our workshop offerings 
more responsive to member needs. You may be hearing from Amy and Karen in the near future. They also are 
considering the expansion of educational offerings through Web-based and traveling speaker bureau options. 
Moving into these areas will help MAC better connect with current and potential members who are unable to 
attend meetings because of cost or time constraints, as well as with students and graduate schools in the MAC 
region. This work will open new doors of collaboration with other archival and affiliated organizations, big and 
small. Of course, our meetings will continue to be the centerpiece of our educational offerings. The Program 
Committees, Local Arrangements Committees, and Symposium Organizing Committees do a fantastic job with 
providing members with thought-provoking, quality sessions and opportunities to learn and connect with each 
other and the local surroundings.
Finally, as we celebrate MAC’s 40th anniversary next year, we can reflect on the many volunteer hours of hard 
work and sacrifice it’s taken to make the organization what it is today. The Local Arrangements Committee 
at Grand Rapids will have some fun commemoration activities planned, but the most important way we are 
marking our 40th is through a “$40 for 40” campaign, in which we are asking our members to donate $40 to 
the Motley and/or Bowen Scholarships. By supporting these important awards, we are honoring our past in a 
way that will invest in our future. Look for more details elsewhere in this newsletter.
The fall symposium, “The Mysteries of Magnetic Tape,” promises to be an invaluable educational opportunity 
in Sioux City, October 19 – 21. Hope to see you there!
Best wishes,
Ellen D. Swain
President, Midwest Archives Conference
